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Statement on House of Representatives Passage of Legislation To Protect

Unborn Victims of Violence
February 26, 2004

I applaud the House for passing the
“Unborn Victims of Violence Act” today by
a strong bipartisan vote. We must continue
to build a culture of life in our country,
a compassionate society in which every
child is born into a loving family and pro-
tected by law.

Pregnant women who have been harmed
by violence, and their families, know that

there are two victims—the mother and the
unborn child—and both victims should be
protected by Federal law.

I urge the Senate to pass this bill so
that I can sign it into law.

NOTE: The statement referred to H.R. 1997.

Message to the Congress on Continuation and Expansion of the National

Emergency With Respect to Cuba
February 26, 2004

To the Congress of the United States:

Pursuant to section 1 of title I of Public
Law 65-24, ch. 30, 50 U.S.C. 191, and
sections 201 and 301 of the National Emer-
gencies Act, 50 U.S.C. 1601 et seq., 1 here-
by report that I have exercised my statutory
authority to continue the national emer-
gency declared in Proclamation 6867 of
March 1, 1996, in response to the Cuban
government’s destruction of two unarmed
U.S.-registered civilian aircraft in inter-
national airspace north of Cuba. Addition-
ally, T have exercised my authority to ex-
pand the scope of the national emergency
as, over the last year, the Cuban govern-
ment, which is a designated state-sponsor
of terrorism, has taken a series of steps
to destabilize relations with the United
States, including threatening to abrogate
the Migration Accords with the United
States and to close the U.S. Interests Sec-
tion. This conduct has caused a sudden and
worsening disturbance of U.S. international
relations.

In my proclamation (copy attached), I
have authorized and directed the Secretary
of Homeland Security to make and issue

such rules and regulations that the Sec-
retary may find appropriate to prevent un-
authorized U.S. vessels from entering
Cuban territorial waters.

I have authorized these rules and regula-
tions as a result of the Cuban government’s
demonstrated willingness to use reckless
force, including deadly force, in the osten-
sible enforcement of its sovereignty. I have
also authorized these rules and regulations
in an effort to deny resources to the repres-
sive Cuban government that may be used
by that government to support terrorist ac-
tivities and carry out excessive use of force
against innocent victims, including U.S. citi-
zens and other persons residing in the
United States, and threaten a disturbance
of international relations. Accordingly, I
have continued and expanded the national
emergency in response to these threats.

GEORGE W. Busu
The White House,
February 26, 2004.

NotE: The proclamation and the notice on
continuation are listed in Appendix D at the
end of this volume.
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Remarks Following Discussions With Chancellor Gerhard Schroeder of
Germany and an Exchange With Reporters

February 27, 2004

President Bush. There will be opening
statements. We'll take two questions per
side, alternating.

Mr. Chancellor, welcome back. It's good
to see you. We've just had a really con-
structive dialog about our mutual interests,
our mutual desires to work together. When
Germany and America work together, the
world is a better place. We're both com-
mitted to freedom. We're both committed
to peace. We're both committed to the
prosperity of our respective people. And
this is an important visit, and I'm glad
youre here. And I appreciate our ability
to work together on a lot of fronts.

I told the Chancellor I was particularly
grateful for German presence in Afghani-
stan. They're making a very constructive—
playing a constructive role and making sure
that country is able to survive in a—as a
free nation. And it’s important that Afghan-
istan succeed, and we really appreciate it.

We talked about Iraq, and we talked
about the Middle East, and we talked about
North Korea. We discussed a lot of sub-
jects.

And so, Mr. Chancellor, welcome back.

Chancellor Schroeder. Thank you, Mr.
President. Indeed, I'm very pleased to be
here once again. And indeed, we talked
about—not about the past; we very much
agreed on that. We have to talk about the
present and the future now. We both have
a great interest in seeing a stable and
democratic Iraq develop.

And you're right; you mentioned the im-
portant part that Germany is playing in Af-
ghanistan. It is a contribution that we
make. It is a contribution that we also make
in the fight against international terrorism,
and we intend to continue to make that
contribution.

We also talked about international issues,
especially a settlement of the Middle East
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problems and the conflicts there. We very
much agreed on that. Whenever one pur-
sues a broader outline and a broader ap-
proach here, one has not to lose sight of
the fact that a settlement of the conflict
between the Israelis and the Palestinians
is necessary if one wants to bring peace
to this region.

It was indeed a very good meeting, Mr.
President, and we very much agreed on
that we now have to face up to the chal-
lenges of the 21st century.

Constitutional Amendment on Marriage

President Bush. Jennifer [Jennifer Loven,
Associated Press].

Q. Thank you, sir. I'd like to ask you
about gay marriage. What do you believe
same-sex weddings—how do they actually
threaten the institution of marriage in gen-
eral? And also, are you concerned at all
about being considered on the wrong side
of the civil rights issue?

President Bush. This is a—yes, this is
a difficult issue here for a lot of people
in America. I believed it was important to
act because the institution of marriage was
being changed by courts. And it’s an issue
that’s very sensitive. And the voice of the
people need to be heard, and the constitu-
tional process was the best way to do such.

I believe that marriage has served society
well, and T believe it is important to affirm
that, that marriage between a man and a
woman is the ideal. And the job of the
President is to drive policy toward the
ideal. This is a sensitive debate, and it is
important that people hold true to their
beliefs without condemning anybody else.
And so therefore, I call upon all sides in
the debate to conduct themselves with dig-
nity and honor and respect. But this is a
debate that the Nation must have. And the
people’s voice must be heard in the debate.
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